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Circle one:
Senate     House           District:  

  
1) Reducing Global Warming Pollution
In 2001, the New England governors and eastern Canadian premiers voluntarily agreed to reduce global-warming pollution significantly: to 1990 levels by 2010 and 10 percent below those levels by 2020. Unfortunately our voluntary momentum is not on track to achieve those goals, which the scientific community insists are imperative if we are to avoid the worst effects of global warming. Narragansett Bay and all of Rhode Island are particularly susceptible to the effects of global warming including sea level rise, increased ozone pollution, and degradation of wildlife habitat. Economic studies show that the longer we wait to act on this issue, the more costly it will become to clean up in the future. Acting now will help Rhode Island usher in a new green economy and green jobs with it.

Would you support legislation for an enforceable measure to reduce the state's global-warming pollution by 20 percent by 2020 and 80 percent by 2050, the goals that are being repeatedly endorsed by scientists and policy leaders nationwide?
  Yes      No      Undecided   Comment:
2) Securing Our Water Supply for the Future
Rhode Island’s quality of life and potential for economic growth will depend upon reliable water supplies for economic, residential, and recreational uses. Unfortunately, Rhode Island does not currently have the necessary systems in place to preserve our water supplies, protect our rivers, and ensure that we have adequate water for economic development. The Hunt River and others around the state have run dry in the summertime because too much water was taken out. Average summer water use in Warwick in 2005 was nearly triple the amount of water use in the winter due to lawn watering. In 2006, Amgen felt compelled to ask the General Assembly to mandate that water would be available to them. This lack of management system undermines attempts to draw businesses to Rhode Island. Legislation (S2637, H7787) was introduced in 2008 to promote sustainable water management policies for Rhode Island.
Would you support legislation to protect our rivers and streams, promote water conservation, and invest in the state’s aging water infrastructure?
  Yes      No      Undecided   Comment:
3) Clean, Affordable Transportation Choices

Rhode Island’s dependence on automobiles chokes our health, economy, and environment. Increasing clean, affordable transportation choices like public transit, can protect the environment and the economy of the state. The State Guide Plan Element, Transportation 2025, calls for a “safe, robust, and convenient network of buses, trains, and ferries, with seamless, intermodal connections” which will increase transit ridership. It also calls for support for RIPTA “with a long term, dedicated and sustainable funded program to maintain and improve the bus, trolley, and ferry system.” 

Would you support legislation that 

· Creates a long-term dedicated funding program for RIPTA,

· Establishes a framework for an efficient network of transportation choices, and

· Creates education and outreach programs promoting public transit?
  Yes      No      Undecided   Comment:
4) Reducing Diesel Pollution

Air pollution from heavy duty diesel vehicles contains lung irritants including more than 40 air toxics, carcinogens, and fine particulate matter (PM or soot). These tiny particles in exhaust are inhaled deep in the lungs, where they can trigger asthma, heart attacks, and lung cancer. The average lifetime cancer risk from diesel soot for Providence County residents is 330 times higher than the acceptable risk level determined by the United States Environmental Protection Agency.  Rhode Island has the opportunity to lead by cleaning up its own fleet including municipal trash trucks and heavy-duty diesel vehicles and construction equipment contracted by the State.

Would you support legislation to reduce emissions from diesel vehicles purchased and contracted on behalf of the state and municipalities through the use of pollution filters?  

  Yes      No      Undecided   Comment:
5) Zero Waste

A zero waste approach is one of the fastest, cheapest, most effective solid waste strategies we can use to protect the health of Rhode Islanders and the environment. Significantly decreasing waste disposed in landfills and incinerators across the U.S. will reduce global warming pollution  equivalent to closing one-fifth of U.S. coal-fired power plants. With Rhode Island’s landfill space rapidly diminishing, the state has begun taking action to reduce waste, increase recycling and promote the reuse of waste products. Several waste reduction initiatives will come before the general assembly in the coming term. Unfortunately, proposals for incinerators at the Central Landfill would have a chilling effect and discourage more recycling and waste reduction strategies because even the newer incineration technologies require a steady waste stream in order to be economically feasible.

a) Would you support legislation to create a “bottle bill” 5-cent deposit to encourage recycling of bottles and cans?

  Yes      No      Undecided   Comment:
b) Would you support legislation to ban all forms of trash incineration including gasification, plasma arc and pyrolysis?

  Yes      No      Undecided   Comment:
6) Solid Waste Reduction 
The U.S. EPA’s recycling goal for Rhode Island is 35 percent. However, Rhode Island’s municipal recycling rate is only 14 -18 percent. The state’s commercial recycling rate is less than 3 percent. Waste reduction initiatives have been very limited and the landfill is rapidly reaching its capacity. The current tip fee structure, or fees charged per load of waste dumped at the landfill are among the lowest in the region. These inadequate fees give insufficient incentive to maximize recycling and save valuable landfill capacity.

 

Would you support changes in the tip fee structure and increased funding to educational and enforcement programs to encourage more recycling and better waste prevention?
  Yes      No      Undecided   Comment:
7) How will you work and communicate with the environmental community to ensure that Rhode Island’s environment is protected? 

 (Use additional pages as needed.)

8) Please tell us about any environmentally related activities in which you have been involved that you would like us to know about. (Use additional pages as needed.)

9) What will be your top three priorities if elected? 

A) ______________________________________________________________________ 

B) ________________________________________________________________________
C) ________________________________________________________________________
Candidate signature _ ____________________________________ Date ________________

Please return your questionnaire by July 15, 2008. 

Mail to: 
   Or fax to: (401) 331-7072
RI Clean Water Action Vote Environment


741 Westminster St. 

Providence RI 02903 

For a digital version of this questionnaire, email: sdormody@cleanwater.org
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